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new & notable

T
ake part in an Anne Arundel 
County first this month. Sign up for 
the Anne Arundel County Lifeline 

100 Century Ride and sign the kids up 
too — for either a 100-, 56- or 15-mile ride 
or just come for the Children’s Bike Rodeo 
and Family Fun Ride.
   The inaugural event takes place Sunday, 
Oct. 19, with all rides beginning and ending 
at Kinder Farm Park in Millersville. The 
paved routes wind through the county and 
include views of Annapolis, the Severn 
River, southern Anne Arundel County, BWI 
airport and more. 
   “Lifeline100 came about through a 
shared vision among Anne Arundel County 
Police, Recreation & Parks, BikeAAA and 
the Healthy Anne Arundel Coalition to 
bring a healthy, safe and fun activity to our 
community,” says Jon Korin, president 
of Bicycle Advocates for Annapolis & 
Anne Arundel County. “We designed the 
range of rides from 1 mile to 100 miles to 
address all ages and abilities… BikeAAA 
sees Lifeline100 as a vital way to show 
the community the health, environmental, 
traffic-reducing and economic benefits 
of bicycling for both transportation and 
recreation.”

   There will also be a Make Health Happen 
Community Health Fair at Kinder Farm 
Park during and after the ride from 11 
a.m.-2p.m. Families can learn about 
healthy programs, activities, events and 
organizations available throughout Anne 
Arundel County. Exhibitors will feature 
booths with interactive displays, raffled 
giveaways, and information about health 
and wellness. 
   The Bike Rodeo for ages 4 to 10 will 
include a short bike safety check, helmet 
instruction and safe riding tips followed by 
a kids’ obstacle riding course. The rodeo 
takes about 30 minutes and families can 
sign up for a time slot on the BikeAAA 
website.
   After the rodeo, families can ride a 1-mile 
paved loop trail inside the park. Children 
are encouraged to bring bikes, but there 
will be a limited number of loaners for the 
rodeo. Older kids are encouraged to sign 
up for the 15-mile bike ride.  
  Cost is $50 for the century, $40 for the 56-
mile ride and $25 for the 15-mile ride. The 
Bike Rodeo and Family Fun Ride are free. 
For details and to register visit bikeaaa.org/
lifeline-100.

—Betsy Stein

Parents and kids can peddle in 
Anne Arundel's Lifeline 100

K
ids can go on a scavenger hunt in 
the National Archives and then roll 
out their sleeping bags under the 

historic Rotunda alongside the Declaration 
of Independence, Bill of Rights and U.S. 
Constitution this month at a sleepover at 
the National Archives in Washington D.C.
   The “History, Heroes and Treasures” 
sleepover takes place Oct. 18 and is open 
to children ages 8-12 and their parents. 
During the event, kids can engage with 
the National Archives records in a fun and 
educational way before spending the night. 
   “At each sleepover event, children 
experience history in unique, interactive 
ways and discover the staggering breadth 
of the Archives. When the evening ends, 
they have a once in a lifetime experience 
— the chance to spend the night with our 
nation’s founding documents,” says Patrick 
M. Madden, executive director of the 
Foundation for the National Archives. 
   The sleepover will feature hands-on 
activities, including exploring exhibitions 
of the National Archives Museum. There 
will be scavenger hunts, talks, dress-ups, 
singing and even a movie before turning in 
for the night. The next morning, there will 
be breakfast and more activities. 
   Cost is $125 per person ($100 for 
Foundation members). For details and more 
information visit archivesfoundation.org/
sleepover. 

—Betsy Stein

Sleepover at the 
National Archives 

with the kids
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E
li Fisher has what he calls a 
“superpower.”
   When the 13-year-old 
Easton resident awakens 
every morning and feels his 

blanket, he tastes bananas.
   When he reads the numbers 2, 7 
and 8 on a math test, he sees them in 
orange, blue and purple, respectively – 
even though they are printed in black.
   And when he sees something dark 
green, he feels angry. But when he sees 
lime green, he feels calm.
   Eli has synesthesia, a rare brain 
condition that combines two or more of 
the	body’s	five	senses.
   “It’s a big mix of sensory experiences 
all jumbled together into one big taste 
or smell when I look at something,” he 
says.

   Experts estimate about 4 percent 
of the population has synesthesia, 
including performers Billy Joel and 
Pharrell Williams. Some “synesthetes” 
hear colors. Others smell noises or, 
like Eli, see numbers as colors and 
associate	tastes	with	different	objects	
or words. 
   “Synesthesia is something extra,” 
says Dr. Richard Cytowic, professor 
of neurology at George Washington 
University and author of “Wednesday is 
Indigo Blue,” a book about synesthesia. 
“It’s	not	a	deficit.	It’s	not	an	illness	or	
condition. It’s a trait. It’s the way people 
are.”
   According to Eli and his family, it is 
also a gift.

Eli’s 
super 
senses

Easton teen 
has rare 
trait that 

combines 
sight, sound 

and taste

By Allison Eatough

Eli Fisher's superpowers make him a 
little different from his family. 
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continued from page 17

HOW SYNESTHESIA 
WORKS
   “Everybody knows the term 
anesthesia, which means no sensation,” 
Cytowic says. “Synesthesia means 
coupled or joined sensation.”
   Synesthesia research dates back to 
the early 1800s. While scientists still 
don’t	have	a	definitive	picture	of	what	a	
synesthete’s brain looks like, they have 
discovered synesthesia is biological, 
involuntary and hereditary. About one in 
23 people have the gene, Cytowic says. 
   More than 160 types of synesthesia 
exist, and people who have one type 
have a 50 percent chance of having a 
second, third or even fourth, he says.
   The most common form is grapheme-
color synesthesia, where people 
associate or see letters or numbers 
as	specific	colors.	About	one	of	every	
90 synesthetes has this form, Cytowic 
says.
   “These are not hallucinations,” he 
says. “These are real perceptions.”
   One of the rarer forms is lexical, or 
word-gustatory synesthesia, where 
hearing or seeing a word elicits an 
involuntary taste. Eli experiences 
this form, as well as grapheme-color 
synesthesia, every day.
   Synesthesia experts use a series 
of tests to diagnose the trait, ranging 
from simple pencil and paper exams 
to	questions	about	specific	sensation	
qualities. 
   For some, synesthesia can intensify 
or disappear during puberty, given the 
body and brain changes that come 
along with it, Cytowic says. But in 
most cases, once the associations are 
established, they remain for life.

DISCOVERING HIS 
SUPERPOWER
   Around age 9, Eli says he began 
noticing	he	experienced	life	differently	
from his peers and family members. 
Specifically,	he	realized	not	everyone	
saw numbers as colors. 
   Still, he wasn’t diagnosed until 
October 2013.
   “(Eli) was struggling with his 
advanced math class at school,” says 
Cameron Fisher, Eli’s mom. “It was 

causing him an unusual amount of 
anxiety	that	didn’t	fit	his	personality	or	
previous school behaviors.” 
   Cameron Fisher, her husband, John, 
and Eli turned to Samantha Scott, a 
psychologist with The Child and Family 
Center in Easton, for help. Scott began 
working with Eli on techniques to help 
manage his anxiety around math tests. 
On his third visit, she asked him how 
his mind worked.
   “He said, ‘I’m distracted by my 
own thoughts… . My senses are 
really sensitive. It feels like some of 
my senses are really mixed up,’” she 
explains. 
   So she asked him, “When you hear 
words, what happens?”
   “I taste things,” Eli replied.
   As soon as she heard his answer, 
synesthesia came to Scott’s mind. 
She had learned about the condition in 
graduate school, but she had never met 

anyone who had it until that day.
   After a series of follow-up questions 
to	confirm	the	diagnosis,	Scott	called	in	
Eli’s mother to share the news.
   “I was stunned when she said they 
figured	out	what	was	going	on,”	Fisher	
says. “Eli had a smile from ear to ear. 
I could tell they had made a huge 
discovery.”
			At	first,	Fisher	had	a	hard	time	
understanding the diagnosis. But with 
Scott’s	help,	Eli	could	finally	explain	his	
experiences to his mother.
			“I	remember	specifically,	Eli	said	that	
when he sees bricks, he tastes bacon,” 
Fisher recalls. “I said, ‘You mean 
when you see bricks it reminds you of 
bacon?’ He responded, ‘No, I mean I 
taste it, in my mouth.’ I am sure my jaw 
dropped, and I just looked at (Scott).”

COULD YOU HAVE SYNESTHESIA?
Synesthesia, pronounced sin-uhs-THEE-zha, is a rare brain condition 
that	combines	two	or	more	of	the	body’s	five	senses.	Dr.	Richard	Cytowic	
and his colleague, David Eagleman, developed a battery of tests to help 
people determine if they could have synesthesia.

Initial questions include:
•	 Do numbers or letters cause you to have a color experience? 

Example: Does the letter J “mean” yellow to you? Or does “5” make 
you perceive purple?

•	 Do	weekdays	and	months	have	specific	colors?	Example:	Does	July	
always mean navy blue to you? Is Wednesday always orange?

•	 Do you imagine or visualize weekdays, months and/or years as having 
a particular location in space around you? Example: Is September 
always located two feet in front of you to the left?

•	 Does hearing a sound make you perceive a color? Example: Does a 
shrill car horn cause you to see the color green? Does C sharp make 
you see pink?

•	 Do certain words trigger a taste in your mouth? Example: Does the 
name “Derek” taste like earwax?

•	 Do you feel a sense of touch when you smell things? Example: Does 
the	smell	of	coffee	make	you	feel	as	though	you	are	touching	a	cold	
glass surface?

   
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may experience 
some forms of synesthesia. For more information, or to take the full 
battery, visit synesthete.org.
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Special 
Advertising 

Section

Holy Trinity Episcopal Day School
Lower School (gr. 1-4) 
13106 Annapolis Road, Bowie, MD 20720
Preschool/Kindergarten/Middle School (gr. 5-8)
11902 Daisy Lane, Glenn Dale, MD 20769
htrinity.org, Email: Admissions@htrinity.org
October 19th, 2014: PS/K division only from 1-3pm
November 11th, 2014: All School from 9:30-11:30am
January 23rd, 2015: All School from 9:30-11:30am
March 8th, 2015: All School from 1-3pm
April 17th, 2015: All School from 9:30-1:30am
We are a school for students willing and ready to be 
academically challenged. Small classes, talented faculty and 
involved parents ensure students learn to the best of their ability. 

Indian Creek School
Lower and Middle School
680 Evergreen Road
410-923-3660
Upper School
1130 Anne Chambers Way
410-849-5151
Crownsville, MD 21032
IndianCreekSchool.org

Open Houses: Lower and Middle: Wed. Nov. 5, 2014, 9–11am 
Upper: Sun. Nov. 16, 2014, 1:00-3:00pm
Responding to extensive research about how children learn best, 
Indian Creek School provides a purposeful, personalized, and 
rigorous education to help students reach their highest potential.

LOWER & MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Pre-K3 - Grade 8

Wed., November 5, 9-11 a.m.

UPPER SCHOOL
Grades 9-12

Sun., November 16, 1-3 p.m.

Responding to extensive research about how children learn best, 
Indian Creek School provides a purposeful, personalized, and 

rigorous education to help students reach their highest potential.  
www.indiancreekschool.org  

FALL OPEN HOUSES

Montessori International Children’s House
1641 N. Winchester Road
Annapolis, Maryland 21409
410-757-7789 
montessoriinternational.org
Open Houses: Nov. 2, 2014, 12-2 pm; Jan. 25, 2015, 12-2 pm 
        Wednesday Morning Tours – Call to reserve 
Discover why we were voted the Best Montessori School in the 
Annapolis area! We inspire excellence, nurture curiosity and enhance 
creativity. Montessori International educates children from 18 months 
through 6th grade in a nurturing atmosphere that emphasizes hands-on 
experiential learning, respect for self and others, and the development of 
critical thinking and collaboration skills that last a lifetime.

Riverdale Baptist School
1133 Largo Road
Upper Marlboro, MD  20774
301-249-7000 
www.RBSchool.org
Open Houses: Oct. 11, 2014, 9am; 
Nov. 11, 2014, 9am;
Crusader Cafe 
Riverdale Baptist School has been serving Maryland for over 40 
years, providing outstanding Christian education from preschool 
through 12th grade.  RBS offers a college preparatory curriculum 
as well as strong athletic and fine arts programs.  Our vision is 
to develop young men and women whose Christian faith and 
character will influence and  impact  lives in their communities 
and around the world.

Rockbridge Academy
911 Generals Hwy.  
Millersville, MD 21108
410 923-1171
www.rockbridge.org
Open Houses 2014 
October 13th & November 14th, 8:30 am -2:00 pm
Group tour every Wednesday at 10:00 am.
Rockbridge Academy is a K-12 Classical Christian school. 
From sweetly welcoming a brand new student into a full or 
half-day Kindergarten program, to sending all of our rising 
Seniors on a 17-day Grand Tour of Ancient Greece and Italy, 
our students learn to love learning. Visit us and find out why 
we believe a Classical Christian education is both powerful and 
necessary in today’s world.  Rockbridge Academy - Educating 
the Heart and the Mind 

Special Advertising Section

The Key School
534 Hillsmere Drive
Annapolis, MD  21403
410-263-9231
KeySchool.org
Open House: Sunday, November 16, 1-3:30 p.m.
Grades Pre-School -12. The Key School sustains a strong academic 
curriculum that encourages intellectual rigor, independence of 
thought, curiosity, creativity, and openness to differing ideas and 
perspectives. The tone of the campus is egalitarian, informal 
and caring with an academic focus which is both rigorous and 
innovative, for the school seeks to develop in its students an interest 
in learning and a sustaining degree of intellectual curiosity.

Saint Andrew’s Day School
4B Wallace Manor Road
Edgewater, MD  21037
410-266-0952
standrewsum.org
Open Houses:  9am – 11am:  Tuesday, November 11, 
2014; Friday, January 23, and Friday, March 13, 2015
A highly integrated curriculum sharpening critical thinking 
skills, promoting creative problem solving and building strong 
academic foundations. Pre-K to 8th small class sizes. Award 
winning programs affording hands-on learning opportunities for 
all students. A spiritual heritage emphasizing our connections to 
each other. Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.   

School of the Incarnation
2601 Symphony Lane
Gambrills, MD 21054
410-519-2285
www.SchooloftheIncarnation.org

Open Houses: Saturday November 8, 2014 1pm–3pm  
        Saturday January 24, 2015 1pm-3pm

School of the Incarnation is a PreK4 through Grade 8 Catholic 
School in the Archdiocese of Baltimore serving five parishes in 
Anne Arundel County. It is a vibrant community of faith-filled 
students and faculty celebrating our fifteenth year of excellence 
in Catholic education.
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oh baby!

bungee run and paintball shooting 
range.	An	outdoor	cinema,	fire	
performers and concessions ensure a 
night	filled	with	eerie	entertainment.	
   At Bennett’s Curse in Jessup, the 
most intrepid teens can see why it is 
consistently named one of the scariest 
attractions in America by “America’s 
Best Haunts,” a website that rates 
attractions. Teens must brave the 
Castle Bennett, which houses the 
House of Vampyres, an underworld 
filled	with	evil	demons.	They	can	
venture further into the Zombie 
Kingdom,	a	3-D	attraction	and,	finally,	
head into the Sanctuary of Insanity 
filled	with	the	world’s	most	criminally	
insane madmen. 
   Featured on the Travel Channel 
and the show “Making Monsters,” 
Bennett’s Curse employs the latest in 
cutting-edge technology for a haunt 
that will petrify the most fearless ghost 
hunter. 

THRILLS AND CHILLS
			For	a	ghostly	adventure	of	a	different	
sort, head to an area amusement park 
for a night that would scare the pants 
off	any	teen.
   When the clock strikes 6 p.m. at Six 
Flags, the park is transformed into 
a world of the living dead known as 
Six Flags’ Fright Fest. Teens can get 
their	candy	fix	on	the	Trick-or-Treat	
Trail or visit one of the six haunted 
houses throughout the park. They can 
kick back and enjoy one of the park’s 
six frightastic shows before ending the 

night	with	a	different	sort	of	scare,	on	
one of the park’s roller coasters. 
   The Halloween Haunt at Kings 
Dominion features hair-raising 
rides and a horror experience that 
encompasses the whole park. Teens 
can roam the park with zombies, 
monsters and ghouls before braving 
rides like the Flight of Fear or the 
Grizzly wooden roller coaster. Arrive 
in full costume for discounted 
admission. 
   For a sweet deal, teens can head 
to Hershey Park in the Dark for 
roller ghosters, live entertainment 
and spooky attractions guaranteed to 
conjure the Halloween spirit. 

TREATS FOR THE NEEDY
   Many teens still love to go door-to-
door in costume, but one way to get 
treats	of	a	different	kind	is	to	trick-or-
treat for charity. 
   “Every year we have a number of 
teens and high school students who 
raise food and monetary donations 
through Halloween activities,” says 
Bruce Michalec, executive director of 
the Anne Arundel County Food Bank. 
   Local food banks are always 
accepting donations, and teens can 
look online for a list of needed items in 
advance. Most families have a canned 
good on hand they are willing to 
donate on the spot. 
  UNICEF is another option. The 
organization has raised more than 
$170 million for kids in need since 
1950 through the Trick-or-Treat for 
UNICEF program. 

WHERE TO GO FOR 
TEENAGE HALLOWEEN FUN

FIELD OF SCREAMS
4501 Olney-Laytonsville Road, 
Olney
screams.org
Admission: Trail of Terror, $25; 
Hades Hayride, $15; Lusian 
Manor, $15; Paintball Apocalypse, 
$18

HEIDI’S HAUNTED HILLS
13 Jessie Road, Harwood
heidishauntedhills.com
Admission: $15; $2 off with 
canned good donation

NIGHTMARE MANOR
10240 Fingerboard Road, 
Ijamsville
nightmare-manor.com
Admission: $25

BENNETT’S CURSE
Blob’s Park, 8024 Max Blobs Park 
Road, Jessup
bennettscurse.com
Admission: $30

SIX FLAGS
13710 Central Ave, Upper 
Marlboro
sixflags.com/america

KINGS DOMINION
16000 Theme Park Way, 
Doswell, VA 
kingsdominion.com

HERSHEY PARK
100 W. Hersheypark Drive, 
Hershey, PA 
hersheypark.com/seasonal/
halloween

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
FOOD BANK 
410-923-4255
aafoodbank.org

UNICEF
schools.trickortreatforunicef.org

Nightmare Manor in 
Ijamsville is actually haunted.

continued from page 25
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family fun!

L
ast fall, Columbia Girl Scout troop 
10057 took on a wildlife trivia chal-
lenge with a bit of a twist: get the 
question wrong and become hope-
lessly lost in the depths of a corn 

maze. 
   Fortunately, the kindergarten and first-
grade troop members knew their animal 
facts, which helped them find their way 
out of the Sharp’s Farm corn maze in 
Brookeville, Maryland.
   “They didn’t have to rely on the adults to 
tell them what to do. That’s pretty empow-
ering,” says Christie Lassen, Columbia 
mom and co-leader of the troop. 
   It took the girls less than an hour to 
make it through together. They also went 
on a hayride, saw some animals and 
earned a patch for their sashes. 
   It’s the time of year again for the chal-
lenge of navigating a freshly cut corn 
maze. Whether your family wants to deci-
pher clues, follow maps or just meander 
through, corn mazes are the perfect fall 
fun for the family. 
   Amy Rippey’s family has been running 
a corn maze out of Spider Hall Farm in 
Prince Frederick for 10 years.  When they 
first started, “it was a good day if 10 fami-

lies showed up,” she says. Now business 
is booming. On weekends “the parking lot 
fills up fast,” she says, with all the families 
hoping to get lost in the 9-acre maze cut 
by her brother. 
   It’s “good old fashioned fall fun for the 
family,” agrees Stacy Greenstreet, of 
Greenstreet Gardens in Lothian. “I think 
the reason our corn maze is so popular is 
that it speaks to so many age ranges.” 
   For those with little kids or phobias of 
getting lost, many farms provide quick-
exits or workers who watch out for maze 
explorers needing assistance.
   “Lots of people will get lost, but only 
some people will be worried about it,”
says Marian Fry, director of agritourism 
for Maryland Sunrise Farm in Gambrills, 
where they have “Corn Cops” to help out. 
   At Greenstreet Gardens, visitors can 
check out an aerial map of the maze 
before entering, and at Spider Hall, they 
can climb up a watchtower to get an aerial 
perspective. 
   “It’s not so ridiculously hard you need a 
strategy,” Greenstreet says. “It’s definitely 
not Harry Potter. You’re going to get out 
alive.” 
   And the kids will head home tired and 

dirty, Greenstreet assures.  “They will have 
an awesome time and have a taste of the 
farm.” 
   If you are looking to navigate a corn 
maze this fall, here are five around the 
area to choose from:

1. COUNCELL FARMS, 
EASTERN SHORE
The 2-acre corn maze is geared toward 
families with younger children, according 
to co-owner Chip Councell. It is not really 
difficult and takes about half an hour. “We 
want kids to have fun and not be frus-
trated,” he says. 
   Two watchtowers in the maze offer not 
only a higher vantage point but also slides 
that go back down into the maze. After 
families get out, they can enjoy 25 other 
fun activities from duck races to lassoing 
plastic steer to shooting scarecrows with 
tennis ball slingshots.
Where:	11773	Old	Skipton	Road, 
Cordova (40 minutes from Annapolis)
When: Every day Sept. 10-Oct. 31
Price: $5 per person, which includes all 
activities
councellfarms.com

5 fantastic 
corn mazes 

for the family
Getting lost in the corn can 

be a-maize-ing 

B y  K a r e n  S t y s l e y

family fun!


























